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"The New York Times" today contains a 5-column advertisement 
written as. "AhjfOpen Letter to.President Kennedy." It is identified 

I as A statement drafted by members,. of\the Harvard faculty which was 
circulated infomairjTamong scholars and intellectuals in the Boston 
area.. The advertisement indicates it has no connection with any 

(existing organization/11 was paid for by those signing it as,well as. 
other interested persons in the academic community. It is identified 
as having emanated from Statement on Cuba, 4 Humboldt St., Cambridge 38 
Mass;. 

11 The letter is signed by 70 persons. The great majority of 
the signers are identified with Harvard University. 

The tone of the advertisement is found in the resolutions 
which call for the U.S. Government to: (1) reverse the trend toward 
American military intervention in Cuba; (2) give no further support 
for the invasion of Cuba by exile groups; (3) seek to detach Castro 
regime from communist bloc by working for a relaxation of strained 
diplomatic relations and resumption of trade relations; and (4) 
concentrate its constructive efforts on eliminating in other parts of 
Latin America the social conditions on which totalitarian nationalism 

l breeds. 

I We are reviewing files to determine whether any of the 
signers have previously been subjects of investigation. 

I Attached are two copies of the advertisement. We intend to 
advise Attorney General of the ad^f any derogatory data stemming 
from the above review. In the meantime the. extra copy of the 
advertisement is attached in the event it is desired that a copy be 
given to the Attorney General at once. . / 
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tendencies towards dictatorship and anti-Americanism latent 
in'any Latin American social upheaval. The United States’ 
determination to isolate Cuba mde the Soviet bloc Castro’s 

.source of military and economic supprt. This resulted, 
~r'ag 'hks happened sd lften before, in a sharp increase in the 

power of the local Communist party. 

Today, Castro may well, in fact, represent a threat to the 
security of the Americas. But this is not primarily a military 
threat. The danger Castro poses is clear: that by subversion 
or example his particular brand of social revolution will 
spread through Latin America. The burden, then, is on us. 
It requires a vastly greater effprt than we have yet made to 
demonstrate that genuine sociai reform is compatible with 
democratic institutions. 

Meanwhile, any further effort to destroy Castro would 
serve only to intensify terror within Cuba. A more formidable 
American-inspired rebel invasion, or the sending of American 
troops would, we believe, have still more disastrous conse¬ 
quences. “Victory” by American intervention would require 
bloody war and prolonged -occupation. Can anyone believe 
that a free Cuban government would emerge from these cir¬ 
cumstances? More important, even if we did succeed, by such 
means,-in replacing Castro, we would still have done far 
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3. seek instead to detach the Castro regime from the Com¬ 
munist bloc by working for a diplomatic detente and a re¬ 
sumption of trade relations; and 

4. concentrate its constructive efforts on eliminating in other 
parts of Latin America the social conditions on which totali¬ 
tarian nationalism feeds. 

We are distressed tha# there has been so little public dis¬ 
cussion of the alternatives to present U. S. Cuban policy. With 
a few notable exceptions, debate has centered on the varieties 
of intervention rather than on the decision to intervene. In 
the press, consideration ha* been circumscribed by an uncrit¬ 
ical acceptance of the early decision to overthrow Castro and 
more recently, by an equally uncritical acquiescence in the call 
for national unity. We Relieve that there are alternatives, 
that debate is necessary—rthough it would be foolish to sug¬ 
gest that the alternatives can be seized without courage and 
patience. The first imperative is a cooling-off period, and an 
announcement of our willingness to test the sincerity of the 
Cuban offer to negotiate differences. 

WE REGARD this issue as a crucial and revealing meas¬ 
ure of our desire to assume responsibility for new directions 
in foreign affairs. Surely we have confidence enough in the 
ways of freedom to accept this challenge. 
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This statement, drafted by members of the Harvard faculty, was circulated Informally among scholars and intellectuals in the Boston area. Its publication wag 
financed by those listed above, and other interested persons in the academic community. The advertisement Is an independent response to the Cuban crisis, and 
has no connection with any existing organization. Statement on Cuba, 4 Humboldt St., Cambridge 38, Mass. 
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cr* The iJxy 10, 19&1, issue of "Mae Few Yorl: fines" ® 
contained a f ive-colu m advertisement entitled "An Open Letter 
to President Kennedy*" It mas identified as a statement drafted 
by uembei's of the harvard University faculty which Uad teen 
circulated informally among scholars arm! intellectuals in the 
Boston area* khe advertisement claimed to he "an independent 
response" to the Cuban crisis and to have no connection with 
any existing organization* Beportedly, its publication was 
financed by seventy itdividuals who signed it, as well as 
"other interested persons in the academic community*" It 
identified as having originated wiili~£iater.ient on Cuba, 
4 juunboldt Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts* 

ms 

Single copies of t/iis advertisement are enclosed for 
you. Deputy Attorney General Unite, and Assistant Attorney 
General Yeagley* In summary, the advertisement called on 
United States Government to reverse the trend, toward American 
military interference in Cuba, give no further support for the 
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strained diplomatic relations as well as the resumption of 
trade relations, and concentrate its efforts on eliminating 
throughout Latin America the social conditions on which 
totalitarian nationalism breeds* nc 
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The Attorney General 

HOTH& Cover mem, Bonahoe to Belmont, prepared by BDCsmrp, 
Game caption, $-l7-6l. 

With reference to figures cited in this letter, three 
former communists referred to are Bill ion Tlel Iman (100-26760)« 
Harlot) Shaplcy (100-34182$), and I 
Individuals associated with Communist Party fronts include 

llort in "Women (100-116244) „ Uorbert Wener (100-343294), 

Gordon AHport (100-73597) > Albert Coolidge (140-4132), 
Serge Chermayeff (100-381390) * 
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ALBERT SPRAGUE COOLIDGE {©QWFlDCPWrtif 
Lecturer on Chemistry 
Harvard 

Gn March 10, 1954, ALBERT SPRAGUE/COOLIDGE Of Harvard 
University executed a Security Investigation Data for 
Non-Sensitive Position Form for position As "Committee Member 
of COOLIDGE Foundation-Applicant, Library of Congress." In 
this application he set forth he was bojrn__January 2 3.-.189-4. 
at Chicago, Illinois j that he had resided since "1925 at 3iL» 
CooXIcTge Xyeni^j^^mbridge^Massaohusetts and had been employed 
by Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts since 1921. 

Under the caption "Organizations With Which 
Affiliated (past and present)Other Than Religious Or 
Political Organizations Or Those Which Show Religious Or 
Political Affiliations," COOLIDGE listed that he had been 
affiliated with the North American Committee to Aid Spanish . 
Democracy and the American Association of Scientific Workers*. 

The "Fourth Report, Un-American Activities In 
California, 1948," on page 335, reflects the following: 

"ALBERT SPRAGUE COOLIDGE has been affiliated with 
the following communist front organizations: 

"National Citizens Political Action Committee 

"American Friends of Spanish Democracy 

"American Student Union 

"Citizens Committee to Free EARL BROWDER 

"Council for Pan-American Democracy 

"Federation of Architects, Engineers, Chemists and 
Technicians 

"League for Mutual Aid 

"National Emergency Conference 

"National Emergency Conference for Democratic Rights 
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"Prestes Defense 

"Washington Committee to Lift Spanish Embargo 

"Greater Boston Peace Strike Committee." 

This report set forth no dates for the above. 

In 1925 and 1930 reports to his Class Secretary, 
Harvard College, Cambridge, Massachusetts, COOLIDGE, in part, 
set forth the following: 

1925 "In 1922 I went back to Cambridge intending to 
teach but this prevented my becoming nominated 
as Socialist candidate for Secretary of State 
at the fall election. Failing of election, I 
was again appointed instructor in Chemistry in 
January, 1923." 

1930 "I still run for public office as a Socialist at 
each election and still console myself after 
each defeat by playing the viol, making 
photographs or building model railroads." 

"Who's Who in America," 1952-1953* reports that COOLIDGE 
was a- member of the National Executive Committee of the 
Socialist Party, 1932-1937* and was candidate for Senator in 
193^. He is also listed in this book as a member of the 
American Association of Scientific Workers and as a Socialist. 

Records of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities (HCUA) reflect that the "Daily Worker*," in its 
Issue of March 10, 1938, on page 5* reported that ALBERT SPRAGUE 
COOLIDGE was a member of the Provisional Committee at a 
United May Day Committee Meeting held in Boston. 

Records of the HCUA reflect that the "Daily Worker," 
in its March 18, 19^5 edition reported that Doctor ALBERT 
SPRAGUE COOLIDGE, Harvard University, was a signer of a 
statement sponsored by the National Federation fpr Constitutional 
Liberties hailing the War Department’s order on "granting 
commissions. .... to members of armed forces who have been 
members of or sympathetic to the views of the. Communist Party." 

- 60 
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BS T- 21 and BS T- 36 , In July, 1947, advised that 
ALBERT SPRAGUE COOLIDGE was elected to the Executive Committee 
of the Boston-Cambridge Branch of the American Association of 
Scientific Workers for the year 1947-1948. 

The above two informants in July., 1948 advised that 
ALBERT SPRAGUE COOLIDGE, Chemistry Professor at Harvard 
College, had been elected a member of the Executive Committee 
of the BostOn-Cambridge Branch of the. American Association of 
Scientific Workers for the year 1.948-1949 

"The Harvard Crimson,on May 22, 1948, carried an 
article entitled, "46 Faculty 'Members Attack Mundt-Nixon 
Anti-Red Bill." The article , in part,, reported; • 

"Forty six members of the University's faculty have 
signed a statement urging defeat of the Mundt-Nixon 
anti-communist bill which passed the House of 
Representatives by a 319 to 58 vote Wednesday, The 
bill now goes to the Senate Where it is expected to 
face heavy sledding. 

"In their statement the 46 declared: 

’The Mundt-Nixon bill appears to be aimed at 
restricting the activities of communists. Its 
vague and loose phraseology, however, indicates 
that it threatens the expression of liberal and 
progressive thought. Its enactment would strike, 
a serious blow at our cherished rights of free 
expression. We deplore this attempt to restrict 
American freedoms and urge Congress to defeat the 
Mundt-Nixon bill." 

Included among the signers was "ALBERT S. ^COOLIDGE." 

\ 
BS T- 37 advised on October 29, 1§48 that M / - . ._- 

ALBERT SPRAGUE COOLIDGE, 34 Coolidge Avenue, Cambridge,/had, 
that date, stated he wanted no part of~tEer“S pan!sh^Refugee Appeal* 
because he had worked with the North American Committee and "they 
are all a bunch of communists," and he wanted no part of their 
kind 

- 6l - 
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The "Boston Herald," a daily Boston, Massachusetts 
newspaper, in its April 14, 19^9 edition, carried an article 
cautioned, "Harvard Professor Call© STRUIK, A 'Crank,1 Opposes 
Red Ban Bill*" This article, in part, stated,l( A fellow 
professor at Harvard, ALBERT SPRAGUE COOLIDGE, yesterday 
before a legislative committee dismissed Professor DIRK JAN STRUIK 
of Massachusetts institute of Technology, the principal figure 
in recent testimony about communistic activities in Greater 
Boston, as a 'crank.' 

"The distinguished Harvard chemist said he thought Doctor 
STRUIK had shown he was 'sympathetic' to communism but was 
not convinced the technology ' mathematician advocated the 
overthrow of the government. 

"Last week at the New York conspiracy trial of 11 C ommunist 
Party figures HERBERT A. PHILBRICK of Melrose, who served 
as an FBI contact in the Massachusetts communist movement for 
nine years, named STRUIK as an instructor in revolutionary 
techniques at a private meeting of a communist professional 
group in Cambridge. 

"Professor COOLIDGE's characterization of Professor STRUIK 
came while he was speaking before a legislative committee 
considering a proposed constitutional amendment which would 
allow the Legislature to bar communists from either voting 
or running for public office. COOLIDGE, along with a 
number of other educational, civic and religious leaders, 
opposed such an amendment." 

The "Boston Herald," in its January 30, 1950 edition 
carried a news article which reported that on the preceding 
day the Massachusetts Chapter of Americans for Democratic 
Action had denounced communism as incompatible with its 
objectives and included a clause in its 1950 state platform 
baring communists from membership. The article reported that 
among officers elected for 1950 was Professor ALBERT SPRAGUE 
COOLIDGE of Harvard University as Treasurer. 

- 62 - 
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The "Boston Herald," in its March 16, 1951 edition 
carried an article entitled "Churches Rap Red Party Ban, 
Council Spokesman Gives Views At Hearing." According to the 
article, spokesmen from various groups in Massachusetts 
joined on March 15, 1551 in assailing a pending hill to outlaw 
the Communist Party in Massachusetts as a blow at "civil rights.-" 
The article reported that among the spokesmen was ALBERT 
SPRAGUE COOLIDGE, Lecturer on Chemistry, at Harvard College 
and Chairman of the Massachusetts Civil Liberties Union,who 
opposed the bill as "a blow at the principle that the people 
have a right to vote for candidates of their choice." He 
termed the bill "an act of panic," after pointing out that 
communist candidates had been overwhelmingly reptidiated by 
the voters. 

The article also reported that COOLIDGE "agreed 
there was some danger from the Communist Party but said the 
FBI.and police could take care of any communist threat." 

"The Harvard Crimson," in its February 26, 1953 
edition identified ALBERT SPRAGUE COOLIDGE, Chemistry Lecturer, 
Harvard College, as among a group of individuals who appeared 
on February 25, 1953 at the State House, Boston, Massachusetts 
before the Massachusetts House Constitutional Law Committee. 
According to the article, COOLIDGE and the other individuals ' 
appeared in opposition to a bill calling for the establishment 
of a-commission to investigate Reds in the government, 
education, politics- and industry. The article related that 
during, the course of a heated debate,Representative CHARLES- 
IANELLO stated that COOLIDGE and another individual were ■ 
"communists." The article reported that COOLIDGE,an American 
Civil Liberties official,emphatically affirmed "I am not a 
communist," and added he "opposed communism in two organizations." 
The. article did not name these organizations. 

The "Boston Herald," in its December 21, 1955 
edition carried an article entitled "IKE Asked To Free 16 
Jailed Reds." This article reported that a petition had been 
addi*essed to President Eisenhower by 42 persons to grant a 
"Christmas amnesty" to Communist Party leaders in prison under 
the Smith Act. 

The petition, the article reported, said the signers 
"are in fundamental disagreement with the philosophy of the 
Communist Party and with essential elements.in its program and 
are motivated in their present action by their attachment to 
the democratic way of life." The article named "ALBERT SPRAGUE 
COOLIDGE, Harvard University" as one of the signers of the 
petition. 
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The "Christian Science Monitor,” a daily Boston 
newspaper, in its February 11, 1958 edition, carried an 
article entitled, "Bay State Red Hunt Opposed." 

This article reported that a group of 29 New England 
college professors,the preceding evening^had urged the 
Massachusetts Legislature not to renew the mandate of the 
Massachusetts State Commission on Communism and Subversive 
Activities.The article reported that the professors had 
submitted to the State lawmakers a five-point statement 
setting forth the following reasons for letting the "controversial 
communist-hunting body lapse": 

"The American Communist Party is, if anything, 
attacking the Federal Government of the United States, 
not the government of Massachusetts. ‘Nobody is going 
to overthrow the government of Massachusetts by force.* 
The agents, exponents, followers, or apologists for 
world communism can hardly be expected to have made 
the Bay State or its government a major objective. 

"If, for some reason, the Communists did, the 
professors statement implies,‘there are abundant acts of 
Congress dealing with Communism and subversive activities * 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation is competent to 
deal with and ‘detect any disturbing conditions in 
Massachusetts.* 

"The United States Supreme Court has ’held that the 
States cannot legislate in the field of subversive 
activity because this would conflict with existing 
federal laws»‘ For this reason, the 29 Professors say, 
the Legislature can have no justification for continuing 
the commission on communism, since the Supreme Courts * 
ruling in the Watkins case implies that legislative 
bodies ‘cannot expose solely for the sake of exposure* 
-but may expose only in the course of making laws. 

"The subversive-hunting commission ‘has been in 
existence for four and a half years and has expended 
considerably more than one hundred thousand dollars of 
public funds already. . . It has uncovered no new facts 
in the past and is unlikely to discover anything new in 
the future.* 

- 64 - 
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"The professors1 statement says that the commission 
has ‘again filed a report listing the names of 
additional supposed "subversives”* but avers that it 
has made no recommendations for action or legislation 
except that its existence as a commission be continued. 

"’Judgement is pronounced on individuals outside the 
courts and in flagrant violation of constitutional 
provisions/ the statement adds* when the commission 
lists names of persons adjudged by its staff and members 
to be ’subversives.' 

"Investigative probes of this kind 'cannot be conducted 
so as to give adequate protection to the interests of 
the individuals involved.' 

"The professors elaborate on this point by saying that 
only when benefits gained outweigh injuries to individuals 
should this kind of investigation be undertaken. But 
they conclude decisively that: 'An extension of this 
commission will result in nothing but further expenditure 
of funds and litigation.'" 

The article reported that among, the signers of the 
above-mentioned five-point statement was Professor 
ALBERT SPRAGUE COOLIDGE, Harvard College. 


